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Current Projects

Terrence Kardong,
OSB reports that “the pa-
pers from the 2006 monas-
tic symposium at Sant'
Anselmo have [recently]
appeared in Studia
Anselmiana/ 146. This vol-
ume carries the text of the
paper | read for that occa-
sion: "Fraternity in the Rule
of Benedict, 593-607.” This
giant volume of SA (736
pp.) is worth obtaining for
someone who wants to do
some serious reading
about monasticism. It con-
tains 17 papers in English,
plus a like number in other
languages. At 95 Euros it is
not cheap, but it is worth
many other pieces of fluff.”

Terrence writes further:

“The Liturgical Press has
just published my book
entitled Pillars of Commu-
nity ($21.95, 258 pp.). This
book treats of four pre-
Benedictine cenobitic
Rules for men, all of which
were known by Benedict in
one way or another. For
Basil, Pachomius,
Augustine and the Four
Fathers, | give first a bio-
graphical sketch. Then |
give a somewhat detailed
exegetical commentary. |
believe this is the first time
these four Rules have

been grouped together in
this way.

On May 15, | will give a talk
on St. Aelred of Rievaulx’s
understanding of St. Bene-
dict’s teaching on the ab-
bot. This talk will take place
at the Medieval Congress
at Kalamazoo, Michigan. At
this giant meeting of schol-
ars, you can go to a certain
room in Fetzer hall and sit
for three days listening to
learned talks on the mo-
nastic life (mostly Cister-
cian). My talk will be just
one of dozens on the sub-
ject of Aelred.”

Cheryl Crozier Garcia,

ObISB, from Hawaii Pa-
cific University, Honolulu,
HI, writes: “I'm working on
a new paper, "Socially Re-
sponsible Investing and the
Rule of St. Benedict." I'm
attempting to use Chapter
4 (the instruments of good
works) along with Bene-
dict's teachings on private
ownership and the property
of the monastery, to de-
velop a general guideline
for socially responsible in-
vesting as an antidote to
the culture which created
the current economic and
banking crisis. It's interest-

ing work and | hope it will
find an audience in one of
the journals dealing with
social change. The in-
tended audience is the in-
dividual, "small investor"
who must steward his or
her own resources to sus-
tain the investor, their fam-
ily, and create a nest egg
for emergencies and retire-
ment.”

Marielle Frigge, OSB

of Sacred heart Monas-
tery, Yankton, SD, writes:
“I received an invitation
from LTP to write for At
Home With the Word. I'll be
doing the ‘Scripture In-
sights’ for half of liturgical
year B, which begins with
Advent 2011. The editor’'s
husband teaches at the
University of Portland, and
she was lamenting to him
how difficult it is to find
someone to write some-
thing about the Sunday’s
Scriptures that lay people
can understand, and to do
it in a short space. He said
‘I'm using this new book
[my Beginning Biblical
Studies] for my class; I'l
bet she could do it.” When
he added that ‘She’s a
Benedictine too,’ that ap-
parently sent the editor to
her computer to e-mail me!
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CURRENT PROJECTS CONTINUED

Texts and Translations
(Louvain: Peeters, 2010);
Trinity and Creation, Vic-
torine Texts in Translation
1 (Turnhout: Brepols,
2010). | also published
some articles: "Complicity
and Conversion," in Green
Monasticism: A Buddhist-
Catholic Response to an  Reformers 2: The Monks
Environmental Calamity, of Savigny, and a reader
ed. Donald W. Mitchell and in medieval Benedictine
William Skudlarek, OSB monasticism, both for Cis-
(New York: Lantern Books, tercian Publications. If
2010) 125-130; anyone has an suggestion
"Reconfiguring Monastic  for the reader or would
Life," ABR 61 (2010) 63-80 like to contribute a transla-
[publ. in German in Erbe  tion, please let me know:
und Auftrag 85 (2009) 390- hughf@idahomnks.org.
406]. Forthcoming in

Studia Monastica is an arti-

cle, "Three Victorine Texts

in Frowin of Engelberg’s

De laude liberi arbitrii."

e And | got really lucky—she

Green gave me all the major sea-
Monasticism sons and feasts. I've been

® enjoying the work; for me it's

sl Cataay another way to teach, and
being able to combine love of
Scripture and a liturgical per-
spective is another ‘plus’ in
this work.”

Hugh Feiss, OSB, of As-
cension Monastery, Jerome,
ID, reports: “Three books with
which | am involved as editor
and translator came out this
spring: Robert of La Chaise-
Dieu and Stephen of Oba-
zine, Lives of Monastic Re-
formers, 1 (Collegeville: Cis-
tercian Publications/Liturgical
Press, 2010); Hildegard of
Bingen, Two Hagiographies:
"Vita sancti Rupperti confesso-
ris" and "Vita sancti Dysibodi
episcopi ,” Dallas Medieval

Currently, I'm am finishing
editing the second volume
of Victorine Texts in
Translation, On Love.
With Maureen O'Brien and
Ronald Pepin, with whom
| collaborated on Monastic
Reformers 1, | am begin-
ning work on Monastic

Domald W, Mitehell
Wl Shudborek, OSE, Fdaors

The Gethsemani Encounters

...a collection of
articles and talks from
the third Gethsemani
Encounter, which took
place in 2008.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Monastic research
and digital pub-
lishing?

Joel Rippinger, 0SB,
of Marmion Abbey in
Aurora, IL, writes: “Given
the viral future of decline
for printed works, | am ea-
ger to hear how many re-
searchers are interested in
pooling resources for elec-
tronic/digital publishing or
scholarly work. | know that
| have a long-term commit-
ment (come the sabbati-
cal!) to revise my history of
the Benedictine Order in
the U.S. and that Liturgical
Press sees that an addi-
tional published revised

addition is prohibitive finan-

cially. For community histo-

ries and what | anticipate is
a substantial slice of schol-
arship for the future, we will
need to be posting works
on-line. Alas, the scripto-
rium and monastic library is

giving way to the Kindle and

IPad.” Joel would like to
hear from you.

jrippinger@marmion.org

Dr. Victor A. Kramer,
Oblate of St. Johns, Col-
legeville, and a Thomas
Merton Scholar is re-
searching the parallels
between the structure of
Thomas Merton 's Journal
Entries and the tradi-

tion of Lectio Divina. He
is interested in getting
any suggestions from
other scholars or feed-
back on this idea. His
address is 1748 Vickers
Cir., Decatur, GA, 30030.

victorak@bellsouth.net
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Baroch, Dorothy Hill, ObISB. "Erfahrungen mit Visitationen: Eine Umbrage in Nordamerika." Erbe und Auftrag: Monas
tische Welt. (2009): 197-200 (The author was the 2007 recipient of the ABA Monastic Studies Grant. Her project
funded the distribution of surveys aimed at assessing the process used for canonical visitation in North Ameri
can monasteries. Her report appeared in the October, 2008 issue of The American Monastic Newsletter).

Feiss, Hugh, OSB, ed. and trans. Robert of La Chaise-Dieu and Stephen of Obazine, Lives of Monastic Reformers,
vol. 1. Collegeville, MN: Cistercian Publications/Liturgical Press, 2010.

Hildegard of Bingen, Two Hagiographies: "Vita sancti Rupperti confessoris" and "Vita sancti
Dysibodi episcopi ,” Dallas Medieval Texts and Translations. Louvain: Peeters, 2010.

Trinity and Creation, Victorine Texts in Translation vol. 1. Turnhout: Brepols, 2010.

"Complicity and Conversion," in Green Monasticism: A Buddhist-Catholic Response to an
Environ mental Calamity, ed. Donald W. Mitchell and William Skudlarek, OSB.

New York: Lantern Books, 2010, pp. 125-130. TerkenCE G. KAKDONG
PILLARS
OF COMMUNITY
"Reconfiguring Monastic Life," ABR 61:1 (2010) 63-80 [publ. in German S
in Erbe und Auftrag 85 (2009) 390-406]. S

"Three Victorine Texts in Frowin of Engelberg’s De laude liberi arbitrii."
Forthcoming in Studia Monastica.

Kardong, Terrence, OSB. "Fraternity in the Rule of Benedict, 593-607.” Studia Anselmiana
146, 2009.

_ _ o The Busy Family’s

Pillars of Community: Four Rules of Pre-Benedictine Monas GUIDE TO SPIRITUALITY

tic Life. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 2010.

Robinson, David. "The Busy Family's Guide to Spirituality: Practical Lessons for Modern
Living from the Monastic Tradition." New York: Crossroad Publishing Company
2009 (a new edition of "The Family Cloister: Benedictine Wisdom for the Home,"
published by Crossroad in 2000, and winner of a national award for "Best Family
Book" from the Catholic Press Association in 2001).

Praciical Lessons for Modern Living
% From the Monastic Tradition &<

DAVID ROBINSON

Recent Presentations

Kardong, Terrence, OSB, “St. Aelred of Rievaulx’s Understanding of St. Benedict's Teaching on the Abbot.,” May 15,
2010, Medieval Congress, Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Garcia, Cheryl Crozier, ObISB, “Timeless Values for Twenty-First Century Careers,” Koch Chair in Catholic Thought
and Culture , Spring Lecture, March 11, 2010, College of Saint Benedict, St. Joseph, MN.



http://www.amazon.com/Pillars-Community-Rules-Pre-Benedictine-Monastic/dp/0814633153/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1276013410&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Pillars-Community-Rules-Pre-Benedictine-Monastic/dp/0814633153/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1276013410&sr=1-1
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David Robinson, from Cannon Beach, OR, is an Oblate of Mount Angel Abbey in Oregon, is married and has
three adult children. He writes that he is currently serving as a full-time Pastor of Community Presbyterian Church in
Cannon Beach, Oregon. In 2005, he began doctoral studies through Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Califor-
nia, on the Rule of St. Benedict as a guide for congregational spiritual formation. In June of 2009 he completed a doc-
torate of ministry in Christian Spirituality, with a dissertation entitled, "Ancient Paths: Benedictine Guidance for Spiri-
tual Formation in the Local Congregation.” In Fall of 2009, the dissertation was accepted by Paraclete Press, for pub-
lication in June, 2010, under the title, "Ancient Paths: Benedictine Guidance for Christian Formation."

David writes: “Written for lay people who are active in their local parish, Ancient Paths offers Benedictine guidance
from nearly every chapter of the Rule with practical application for Christian spiritual formation in the community of the
local church...[It] guides readers, step by step, into Benedictine spirituality, providing biblical guidance and practical
application for our journey together with Christ and God’s people...Radical in its biblical insistence upon spiritual
growth as a communal way of life, Ancient Paths is also field-tested, showing how this way of life has been lived by
monastics day by day, over the past fifteen centuries. Through biblical principles laid out in this book, readers will dis-
cover new ways of living faith in an ancient communal way, yet offering a thoroughly contemporary approach to spiri-
tual growth in Christ. This book also provides practical guidance for pastors, priests, and lay-leaders in the local con-
gregation for helping to grow a community of faith in the ancient way of Christ. A twelve-week study guide is also pro-
vided for home groups, house churches and small group leaders.”

Kathleen Norris, ObISB, reports that the paperback edition of her book, Acedia and Me : A Marriage, Monks,
and a Writers’ Life (2008) was published in March, 2010, by Riverhead Books, New York.

Hugh Feiss, 0SB, reports on the ABA section at the 45" International Congress of Medieval Studies, Western
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Ml. May 12-May 16, 2010 as follows:

“The ABA sponsored session at Kalamazoo this year was well attended, and the four papers this year were of very
high quality on the theme “What Is a Monk?” We have requested two sessions for next year (and will probably receive
only one) on the theme: “Cooperation and Friendship between Benedictine Monks and Nuns in the Middle Ages.”

We hope more Benedictine monastics will offer papers.

The first two papers (Martin and Claussen) were contributions to current developments in the understanding of Caro-
lingian monasticism. The third paper (Pepin) examined a text from the late 11" century, a time when monasticism re-
formed and diversified. The final paper studied late medieval monasticism in England and found further evidence that,
as James Clark (Bristol University) and others have argued, the monasteries of the time were neither decadent nor
anemic, contrary to the impression given by David Knowles classic studies of English monasticism: The Monastic
Order in England: a History of Its Development from the Times of St Dunstan to the Fourth Lateran Council, 943-1216
(1940, 2nd ed. 1963); The Religious Orders in England (3 vols. 1948-59)

e Michael Martin, Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO, “Your
worl d” (RWhat 209 a Carolingian monk?”

In Carolingian times, the interaction of clerical and monastic institutions was flexible and varied. By 750 there was a
strong tradition of pastoral care by monks. Villagers often had no connection with the church except through monas-
teries. Monks, especially abbots, had considerable influence on the secular realms. Alcuin, though not himself a

monk, tried to promote a monastic heart in himself and in monks and lay people. Through their pastoral care, monks
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understood better the struggles and needs of ordinary people. Overall, the legacy of Carolingian monasticism was not of
the world’s ways.

e Martin Claussen, University of San Francisco,

Benedict of Aniane is said to have begun his monastic life as an extreme ascetic, then later (ca. 777 AD) changed his
mind and accepted the moderation of the Benedictine Rule. He came to see monasticism as a communal undertaking,
not an individual quest, and himself as the father of his monastery. He sought advice from spiritual guides and studied
various rules, which he collected and collated into what amounted to a historical guided tour of monastic history. What he
saw in these rules was harmony, not uniformity (a concern of Louis the Pious), and a progression culminating in the RB.
In part, this historical and textual basis served to protect monks from the arbitrary whims of charismatic abbots.

e Ron Pepin, Greater Hartford Community Coll ege,

This erudite and satirical didactic poem of 812 lines by an unknown author is addressed primarily to his monastic breth-
ren. What makes a monk is not the habit, but strength of soul and self-discipline. The author emphasizes four elements
of convertere mores: humility, contempt of the world, charity and temperance. These emphases reflect the growing num-
ber of adult converts in a world that was growing in prosperity. Seeking the lasting goods of heaven while scorning
earthy goods is a constant refrain of the poem. In the process the author paints women, marriage and old age in dark
colors. This poems is one of earliest representatives of the contemptus mundi genre that flourished throughout the Mid-
dle Ages.

“Th

eme

¢ Lucy Barnhouse, Fordham University, “Communitied3d4mdd

The transfer of power at monastic elections gives considerable insight into the spiritual health of male and female mo-
nastic communities and their relations with their bishops. Such transfer of power was a time for a community to shape its
future, but also a time of danger from outside interference. Sources generated by monastics and by their bishops regard-
ing 220 elections of monastic superiors in the diocese of Lincoln, 1183-1340, In this period there were only seven depo-
sitions and some 30 resignations. Most superiors died in office. Superiors of bigger houses needed to have administra-
tive abilities, and sometimes they were chosen from other monasteries. However, administrative tasks and spiritual lead-
ership were not inherently contradictory, and the combination of the two roles is rooted in the RB. Overall, in this material
there is no evidence of monastic decline.

Notices

2010 ABA Conference
“Benedictines and Evangel.i

St . Benedict’'s Abbey/ Benedi g
Atchison, Kansas
August 5-8, 2010

Next MR Newsletter, October 2010

Compiled and edited by Ephrem Hollermann, OSB
— Saint Benedict's Monastery, St. Joseph, Minnesota
Comments/suggestions welcomed

ehollermann@csbsju.edu
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